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WHEATSTONE LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS PROJECT 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.12 am]: On 23 May 2013, on behalf of the 
Minister for Commerce, I attended a briefing on the Wheatstone liquefied natural gas project organised by the 
Mining and Energy Services Council of Australia. I also provided a brief opening speech at the event. 

MESCA is a supplier industry body created to assist members in developing and enhancing partnerships with 
resource project proponents and their lead contractors. The event attracted some 350 businesses involved in 
equipment manufacture, professional consultancy services, maintenance services, project management, 
engineering and fabrication. Chevron, together with lead contractors Bechtel, Thiess and Monadelphous, 
provided important information on their procurement methodology, how to supply to the project and 
forthcoming contract opportunities. As part of a structured networking session, businesses attending the event 
were also able to promote their services and increase their profile with senior procurement personnel of Chevron 
and their lead contractors. 

The estimated $29 billion Wheatstone project, which is based in Onslow, is expected to create some 6 500 jobs 
during the construction phase and result in local purchase of goods and services worth more than $15 billion. 
Chevron reports submitted to the state government show that, for the six-month period 1 October 2012 to 31 
March 2013, expenditure on local goods and services for Wheatstone was $1.53 billion or 68 per cent of local 
content. In fact, since the launch of the “Western Australian Government Local industry Participation 
Framework” in July 2011, some $43.5 billion in publicly  announced contracts have been awarded to locally 
based suppliers to the minerals and energy sector.  

The state government continues to work closely with major project proponents such as Chevron to ensure that 
local businesses are provided full, fair and reasonable opportunity to supply to major projects. It is encouraging 
open dialogue between project proponents and suppliers on future opportunities. Through targeted funding 
assistance, such as the Industry Facilitation and Support Program, to key industry groups such as the Australian 
Steel Institute, Engineers Australia and the Association of Professional Engineers, Scientists and Managers, the 
state government is assisting local businesses to increase their global competitiveness. I commend MESCA for 
organising the event and thank Chevron and lead contractors for their participation. We look forward to future 
events of this type, which serve to establish good communication between local industry and resource project 
proponents. 
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